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_I'Apclcgy BRI

Well might it be. .As much as it irks us to have ¢o start an editorial with an
apology, we faar it must be done. This igsus lsn't anything like we had planned it
or advertised it. It doesn't have 16 to 30 pages, as advertised, it doasn't have
11tho ccvers on the front or hack, it doesn't have any ads-- Ch my, Well, it's

like this. The cut in size can ba explained by a lack of time on the editors' part.
IT we had made 49 as large as plamued, we could have never got it out, We had to

cut down on pngeg to get it out by Sept. 15, d=adline. (Which we are still going to
miss by a few @ag@s) No lithos--nlso because of lack of time. (Jack is werking in

a newspaper off4@e and Rex is guing back to schogl. Ths number of gpare hours they
will have to weyR e@ F§ with will be sgonizingly low.) But we have a hesuty coming
up from the Coekrofta'. Keep an sys out for it. "e're as sorry as hell about having
to postpone owr ads; we had a flock of them -- but with cur reduced number of pages,
ws just couldn®$ work a onec in. Aill we can say to those who purchased ads in the
firet issue 1s, ™Ve arc truly sorry." We'll work as many in as we can in the 2nd
igsue, "' We wish to mike it clear that the opinions expressed in the letters

in tnis magazine do pot necessarily reflect thosz of the editors. e A point to
kesp in mind when writing latters to FS is that ws want a date on your letter. Al-
so we'd like a written signature to stencil on the top of your letter. 4ind regard-
less ~f what kind of a letter you write, plecase vote for the best letter in the
prececding issue, willya? Becawuse we give priges for the best lettor in eash issue,
(4hem. We had planned to zive the original of the litheed cover, but mow our plans
are shot. We'll still give the oririnal of the cover, for what it's worth, Not

that Tom's pic isn't tops, it is, but we fear it's not the best prize we could give.
Bear with us. %We have a few bettier cnes in mind for the future. lMayhe some books;
who knows?) '' s you can gee, we are using 24~1b. stock this issue, which is
higher'n'-hell, (almcst three bucks a rear) but worth it in the lengrun. If pcssible,
we'll try to kesp getting this stuff, tho it certainly is searce. '' We have a
little poll coming up, unigque in the fact that it contains only gpe questicn. Watch
fecr it; nmore details in the next issme., .*° Say, here's an oddity to add to your
ligt: six letters in this ish from Californiang, and twe from Floridiang! 'Twas
through no fault of curs sither--just turned out that way.
- Rsx Ward breaks in in
ibe first person sinqular for s momgnt v gays "ill you old Vol subscribers, den't
be surpriged when you see ¥S in your mailbox. Forry Ackerman turned all the meney
in subscriptions over to FS tc finish out the list. Brother, they don't rake 'em any
better then Forry! Thanks, thanks, and thanks szain!"

Guesgss that clears every-
thing up for the first ish. We're a little late, and as we said, in an entirely
differsnt form than thet which we had originally planned. But you'll notice that
we're only charging a dime, instend of the intended 15¢. And the mag's on regalength
paper, instead of letler, as we had also originally planned. So we guess that might
by called just compeasaticn fur our sins. PS: And it's a menthly boyst--Rex & Jack.

AN X

here[:::::::] mezng ycur subscription has expired.

ANTOHM m AKS : ‘
£ 33 hero[ | means you have gpe more issus coming.
PUBLISHED : _
MONTHLY here[::::::] meang a trads with your mag.
«R/ _here[:::EEZZI meang a complimentary copy. How about
: a sub?



From 1010 Garcia Road, Santa BParb , we hed% from Santa Barbara's lone
Scientifan, ' » Wwho thinks th=re is g crisis
in fandom. In a letter dated 26 July 47,
EE.EEEEF- i A "I would like to take this
opportunity to 0 bring forth a problem which has
been slowly but sursly pressing harder and hardsr on the furthsr-
most parts of my noble Cerebrum.

al

"FANS OF TEE YORLD, BEWARE! ™We are losing
ground! ilthough the chang: is hardly perceptible, the regal group of inane-
sounding-fans-with-graat-brains is dying out. The tmepo of the old-time pulse is
slowing dowa. Tirie was when Mans could cxpress themselves in zany space terms,
etc., but now... death approaches. What with ths return of Servicefans from the
war, who are slightly bitter and resentful of any humor (I hate to say that, but
it is true. Note the recent uprisings of Servicemen against initiations in College
fraternities, etc..), attempts are being made to put th2 dampers on Fandom. An
apostle of EZvil, name of Willmorth, is attempting to break up the ancient preach-
ings of FANCYCLOFEDIA and otharsg, infiltrating the false rcligion known as Beernomis,
or "BEER 1S THE ONLY TRUE GHOD.' The teachings of Ghu are even now heing forgotten.

"The great CHADLO and JOKE have been finally beaten down, forced to retreat into
hermitage, with only a few innocent blitherings in the one renaining promag with
the proper letter-section, PLANET, to remind us that they were the chosen apostles
of Ghu.  Even fanzines arc slowing down. The rating of A's in the pages of SS has
been growing less and less full,

"One of the reasons for this slowing up of
proper Fanactivitics is within the stories themselves., Science is, thought it need
not be said, catching up with Science-fiction. 5o far, Scientifiction has been
about the only form of fiction which has opportunitiss for new plots. Science-fic-
tion does nct necescarily need the elements of conflict, goal, etc., which a dried-
in~the-wool adventure story doeg. The reason for the s lowing up of the old Fan
regime is contained in the fact that tha 5tf awthors, in lovking wildly about for
new plots which have not bzen made trite by scicnce itself, are turning morse and
more to the psychological story--- the meatal plots, as distinguished from our be-
loved 'space operas.'

"And mental plots, such as the recent 'Treveler's Tale,'
"fou ire Forbiddent,' and 'Come Home From iarth', ( thers have besn better ones )
require more serious thought than does the Cpera. 4 reader is sometimes astounded,
desply moved, by a'Mental' story, whereas the majority of Cperas fail to approach
this goal. They are merely adventure storics, placed in a fine background of
spece~ships, etc. Of course, they still have a morec broad field to work in, and
the deviding line between- the two types is vory vaguc, as is the line between
'prosa’' and 'postry.’ ]

"To use a recent story, the HoF classic, CIRCLE CT 2ZXRO,
reprinted in S§ a short time ago, is not quite a mental story. And yet, it could
certainly, indubitably, NEVAR he callad a Space Opera! The thought is sickening.
And wh2re does all this lead us? Well, it is certsin one cannot talk prolifically
of 'Fez-lots, Xeno,' and the 'Blooo-o BEM', when surrounded by the deep thought
whieh science-fiction is sure to provoke, especially the newer type of story which
is slowly undergoing evolution. That is, onaz cannot talk of suchthings, and be
thercfore & crusader of the ancient Fan tradition, UNL.ISS--- HE RUALIZES THIS
CHANGE!

"Once the fact is raalized that under the outer layer of inans remarks
and joyous revelry in that specialized type of humor which only Scientifiction Fans
can out forth there is a 'hesrt of gold,' or rather, a heart of INTELLIGENCE and
ability to understand the maxeup of the universe and the world's destiny better than
the average man, then such humor can 2o unimpeded. (Qnd don't say that we Fans do
not live up to ths standards presented above. WE DO, whether we realize it or not.
8tf is on too high a grade today to promote any other line of thinking other than
that stated. )

"So, just becauge of ths knowledge this ig happening, we can again
revive the Zlder Fandom. It is realized, naturally, that its death is not apparent.
It is happening slowly, very slowly. But it is happening! Within the hearts of
many fans today, I know, rusgt be the same feeling.

"So BEYARKE! Lot's all head
for a gr:at revivall Jam new life-force into your Fanactivities. Put out Fan-~
zines! Most of all, let the more mature aspect of Sclence-fiction be an aid to
this activity, not a hindrance. You read Scisnce-fiction! Therefore, you are
priveleged to act, rsact, talk and think any way you damn pleasc!

"Iet's get
going! I hope I have made mysclf cloar.

"Fantagcientifictionslly yours,"



Tae @age of Cfou*h %ate, //’7 » favors ug with one of hig
1n*r1tablp letters, vrltten/, Lz ',,k’ N a5 only he can write them.
On the Z€th of July, 47, e \/‘Lj s --he wrote:

: "So 2000 4D is

really going to turn into a latter zine?" LTYNO. it was rumored that 2000
would turn into a letterzine, btut in actuality it has not and will not. It will
continue on as usual, tho on a regular basis of publication now: three times a
year.,=-Editors.)) "Well tho I am sorry to see the rest fold I can't say I'm too
8orry. A good letterzine I stil! believe to be a good thing. Ais you know I
started one, but lack of everything needed has and is holding up further issues,
So 1'll throw all the stuff I would have put in mine in yours. A sort of mis-
placed editorial.

"Well, I'1ll swing this thing away from you and turn it out
on your readers. I bhelieve you said there were about 200, Well this gives me a
wonderful chance to let a lot of people in on some things that have been going on.
and 1 hope it will g2t you some action.

"First of 8ll, most of yYou have either
read the now-famed letter of Palmer's in the last issue of Vampire or heard of it.
The letter in which this 0ld time fan called Don Wilson and fans in gencral a lot
of things that wouldn't pass a radio censor, All because they objected to his
printing of the Shaver stories. . vy

"Now in the paqt. like a number of other fans,
I have Just been -sitting around and letting the Shaver thing take its course. But
on reading this letter I got mad. Not that RAP should write such a letter to Ion,
because I don't know what Don wrote, but the remarks he made about the rest of
fandom.” I read some back issue editorials and got madder. 4And I started to do
something. First was a letter to Palmer. I tried in less questionatle words to
explain my point of view. I also made quite clear that I spoke only for myself.

At the same time, the electicns cf Young Fandom's officers (a new fan club for
younger fans) was just ending and I founf myself one of the advisors. I decided
that I would try to get the club tc back me in my rmovement. So I wrote the ot*er
advigors, Harlay Sachs and Norman Storer asking what they thought about it. They
both said they agreed with my stand. Also other members agreed. I then wrote a
bill that would have put in the form of a vote the quegtion of stand before the
member ship.,

"It was turned down by averyone. Now do not think that I am find-
ing fault with sither of my friends. They made it quite clear they belioved it
was bast the club ghould not become involved in suzh matters. And they said they
thought persons outside the clud could do as much as the club.

"Bgplde the two
advisors, the President Tom Jewett and 0-E George Caldwoll were against it. Rt
for other rcasons,

"Tom believed there was actual danger to the clud and fandom
in fighting Palmer. Claiming that RAP counld if he wanted ruin fandom. By first
bringing up some of fandom's old mistakes like the Cosmic Circle and the foolish
feuds. Thus discreting fans to hig readers. And then telling them to have nothing
to do with them, gr the things they read. The other prosines, fearing loss of their
readsrs, would then drop fandom and their readers' cclumnsg; thus cutting off all new
blood to fandom,

"Editor Caldwell was more merccnary, decrying the losg to fan-
dom of gifts from RAP because of such letters as Wilson's. He had received a
large numbar of illos from Palmer to help in the forming of the YF, and he now
beliaves he will be unable to obtain more. In the latest issue of his otherwisge
fine fanzine LUNACY he ran an editorial on the subject criticising Wilson and all
others that openly object to RAP's actions. And asked his readers to send their
names in to be put on a letter to Palmer apologizing for the rctior of other fans.

"Now,I ask you, as other fansg, what do you think? Do you beliave as 1 do that we
should opsenly show ouy disrespect for RiP. Qr should we, like Jewett, walt till
the whole thing blows’ over ( which msy de quite a whiio—-they won't lose 200,000
readers soon)? Or should w: do I3le Caldwell and crawl dack with apologies in
hopon he will throw us « ¥one? What do you think?

"As far as the YF goes, it is
211 over. The bill is dead, and maybe they are right. A club shouldn't try such a
big thing, not at least when it is just starting. I personally find 1 haven't the
time to carry on the fight alone, I have too much back mail to keep up towaste on
RAP any moTe. But I ask you, what would you do?

"If this doesn't get a few
letters for Rex's and Jack's next issue.you.arz a bunch of wooden heads. Oh yeah,
hope there are no hard feslings caused by thia, I still think Jewett and Caldwell
are a couple of swell-guys and working for the bcet ‘henrest of fandom, ag they see
it. Apd I'm horowith~rviting them t. fake a crack "% mo in this same magazine..

n"gnort itome:r Has anyone heard from any of the NFF¥ officers cutside of the tire-



less Carlson? Could it be that the deros have done away with them?

"Buy 'The
Sign of the PBurning Hart'. $1.50 to N3f-ers, $2 to others.
; : ; "Call for a Friscon
in '48. The Golden Gate deserves it." (( Toc late now; we suppose everyone knows
by now that the '48 con will be #n Toronto.--Editors,))

‘ . "If wvou want a NFFF

director thaut won't drop cut of sight and recach the day after the election, risk

a vote on Rick. I couldn't do lcss. ;
"Send your sub to Fandom Speaks you

cheapskates. You want all this free??
"Yours till the next issue.™

((Wwhew! am I glad that's over! low I can sympathize with lLerwin and the other
pro-editors whae for so leng corrscted that Snearyspelling. Don't make me do it
again, will you Rick? They'rebotter like you write 'em.--Rox.))
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[l/ﬁ WILSON, of 495 North Third St, Banning, Cal., in g letter dated
/ﬂ, IS 28 Tl 47, @nlightens ug further gn that letter in Vampire; Ion
should be a yery authoritative source, considering that he entiin the letter. Says

U eseibe i A e el W R R ol o Y e TSI e

"The main controversy now geing on in fandom, it would seem, is the
RaPalmer business. liaybe the Art Widner episcde is more importsnt, but the Ziff-
Devis controversy is a little newer and ccnsequently, I imagine, of mors interest.

"Had no idea what I was starting when that RiP letter was sent in to Joe Kennedy.
He replied, telling re thet hc was in such complete agreement with ry comment,
"Let's call him what we think he is, as he does us" that any further comientary
from him would have be:n redundant. At the time I imegined that most fen would
feel that way, and probadbly e goud deal of them do. Rick,-I know, does, for onc.
And indubitably many 6thers. But the fandom anti-Rap crusade (ridiculous sounding,
isn't-it) is not s unanimous a thing as might have been expected after fen had
heard' themselves called 'bastards' and so on. §So far, the principal friend of the
Shavermystery in fandom has been George Caldwell, who launchad into quite a tirade
against yours truly in the latest issue of Iunacy. Incidentally, tho thig has no
bearing on the subject I am discussing, lir. Caldwell had no more right to speak as
the mouthpiece of Young Fandom than I did to speak as the mcuthpiece of fandom,
which I didn't. By no means a1l of YF is as much in favor of the Chicago Demon
as he is. Yet he talks as if the orpanization had appouinted him as its spokesman.
Just like Rap, contridictory and misrepresenting. But I'd like very rmch .to know
Just what the opinion of ALL fandom is on this controversy, not just a few loud-
mouthed characters like myself ind Jawge Caldwell., 4And since I happen to be the
bum who started the whole biz, here is my suggestion.

"I'd like to devote some
space in the second issue of Dream guest, which hy the way will be out far enough
in the future to make sure cnough time is allowed for everyone who has any opinion
on the matter to get his'vote' in, to a poll on the subject. If the thing had been
aired early enough, Dy #1 weuld have aninounced the forthcoming poll; but frankly
the idea didn't enter my head until Caldwell's rantings had been read, Naturally,
this poll will not prove anything, or be ¢f much actual significance, asare the
delaRee and Fsyrevue polls. But a lot of space in the fanzines is baing devoted
to Mr. Palmer and his Rosicrucianism, and I think a good deal of fen would be in-
terested. : ]

"So I'd like to ask all who resad this and care encugh about the
matter to have any thoughts on it, pro or oon, to write on a postcard their opinion
of Amazing, Mr. Palmer, Shaver, the iystery, deroism, and whether or not thsy ars
in favor of any fandom-wide action for or against Rap and his mythos, and mail 1t
to me. 1 do not propose to propose any action, or to act in any way using the re-
sults of this poll as a guide. All that I propose doing is publishing the results
in the sec:nd issue of Dream uest. As far as I can see it, the results ought to
be intersgsting. And anyone who would care to expound further on the subject than
a postcard permits, pro or con makes nu differcnce, is welcome to do sa. I shall
publish as many of the letters received as space permits. Whether you are violent-
ly anti-Rap or in league with the cavern people, I want to hear from you,
. " Th E).t
takes care of that. Your combination letterzineadzine gounds definately okay.
There ought to be more letterzines fer a goneral airing of opinions on fantasy,
gtf, fandom controversics and subjects. Henry Hlsner Jr ought to do okay with
his == he had about the best lether secticn in fandom when it was nerely a depart-
ment in his fanzine, and now bthat i¢ 18 laurnched independently for NOTHING but
letters he can really = tu tewn.” {{1 received = copy ¢f Elsner's mag, Thcts, and
was very disappcinted will. it, I fear ha, like Fennady, *is losing interest in
scientifandom, and predict that within a yesr he will be gono entirely,--Rex.)})

—



"Hops you get plenty of circulaticn fcr your own zine, Partly for a purely gelfish
reasgon, because I'd like tu get wide coverage on that rapoll. ((We are sending out
200 gopies._cf. the.first.igsue, and kezping 50. Satisfactory?--Bditors. )}’ By the
way, would appreciatu 15t; 1f the new31es would pass on* that information.. About the
poll, that 1s. e -
: i ...There seems to be 2 sort of trend going on in pro stf pubd-
] lish1ng. A trend toward leéss Quantity and more ‘quality in the pro mags. ‘and to-
ward limited edition book publish1n$ - Also toward non-limitad edition books, in a
way, %00, althe not to she extemt I'd “llke to see, Zveryone seems to have noticed
- the amaring fmprovementg program under way in ™S and SS, which by the way seems %o
have eulminated in a-eover-recfomm program -- the gymbolic cover on the September
SS, a mighty mood one,- "Plamet is gradually on the upswing, Specialization is
runaing rampant,. in faet overy stefzine left secms to be spedialized in some way

or anothew. FMI has specialized itself into a rut, and may specialize itself out
of existemesy Af mothing is done to salvage what's laft. WT has dome much the

same’ thing. alshough not tc quite so catastrophic a degree. A4S has come up quite

a bit recentdy, from a rotienness naver before equalled -~ the Cult of Witchqueen
period -= down through the Early 1947 novels, to So Shall Ye Reap and Hamilton's
new novel, and the gorgeous cover Smith did for it. FA still remains a last #bodo
of good s$raight adventure fantasy, with an occasional thoughtful yarn suchas ®The
Children's Rocm' in the newest issue. Planet, I repeat, is on the upswing. In fact,
the only zines that aren't are FFM, aSF, and WT -- the last one-is still pleasant
reading, though mot history-making, aSF is still gocd enough despite its daline to
almost capture first-place, and PR ig the only one which has deteriorated Bo far
that it is neaxly Ropeless. I rate TWS first, not becaunse of any real superlority
of quality, buf beeamse it has improved so rmuch, Startlng at near zero in 1945, it
has moved up %0 mear-great heights. And then, of course, there is AFR, which shows
great promise if it continues to be a reader's anthology as DAV puts 1t, and doesn't
turn into am eddtor's anthologg. That is, an antholcgy which prints nothing the
readers wan$. Aislde from the price, whichis a little high, Avon's chief drawback
is that it eamnot print long nowels. If that could be taken care cf == through a
new zine, or increase in size -- everything would be swell. I note that 4von is
founding two new mags, but they will apparently feature exclusively new material.
That's too bad -- there ought to be some promaz that could print reprint long
novels from ANY source, not merely nonmagazine sources like FRM.

"Then of courge therz are the amatcur houses, most promise among which is shown
by Mr. Eshbach's wonderful Fantasy Press, If that company keeps on at its present
rate, the redoubtahblt Mr, Derleth, of Saukx City fame, may be given a run for his
money -- which might be a good thing, since it would stimmlate arkham into newly
renewed activity. For the hotter, that is. THE TEGION OF SPACE was a beautiful
bouk; the autograph feature adds -the final tcuch of quality. - I only hope that the
present quality is kept for future ventures. And that the next book is ag much of
an improvement over the present one as TLoS was over Spacehounds. If that happened,
The Forbidden Garden would be the bock of the cefitury, not merely of the decade.
Hadley, tovo, shows signsg of great possibilities. Altho they have not yet been
realized by any means. No doubt it is these three -- AH, FP, and HEPC -- thatare
the big 3 of the amateur fantasy bock market.  On the other hand, such places as
Wingome, tho obvicusly with not so great a scope and consequently more limited
poseibilities, are mighty fine-sounding too. 3By the way, I'm compiling a catalog
of the amateur houses for a future D, possibly #2, and have sofar these listed --
Arkham House, Hadley, Fantasy Press, Carcosa House (which by the way slipped my
mind above, it 1s one of the big 4 if its books live up te 1its ads), Shasta Fub-
*1ighers, Fantasy pub Co Inc, Pegasus Pubs, Winsome, and New Collector's Group,
Prime Press (also great possibllltles). Argus Books ( presumably also Ben Abramson,
am I right?)and Trover Hall. If you know of any others, would appreciate having
them called to my attention -- would like to make the listing as complete as
possible. Wot say? ... see I've wandered off the subject still again. And did
you notice Shlierwin Jr., when asked why no‘atories from his mags had appeared in
tha stf anthologies, replied, 'Wait till you see OUR anthology.' Hope this means
that one is forthcoming. Understand Derleth is editing one. All in all, stf seems
to be growing up. The reason for this'is not too difficult tc see. Magazine stf,
and consequantly magnzine~roprint bouk stf, is only 21 years old. When it first
eppeared, the majority of psople attracted tc it were young. Even the editors,
Ten years ago the average among fandom was 18. Now, enough time has elapsed to
allow these young readers -- thosc who stuck by their stf -- to grow up physically
and mentally, consequently the mags they read were forced to .grow up too. I¢
seems that when you get past ths age .of 20 without ever secing stf, you have very
little ‘chance of being attracted to it 11ter on. WhJ il dunno. PhooeJ. Did all
that rambllng mean wthhinp? ndEe F - 7 .

NSNS Ethe fountmln of-4deas has run dry. No
doubt all the '1deas' arc ©. rehash T scmchidy clse's. Best«c¢T liick to you and
your zine. iR T $ui 3

"Sincersdy.. . o &.Ls
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,gm WOCLSTON, of 1 3? S .Vest ‘Sj_g_ Garden Grove, Cal, gropg ug g short

- Editorial,--Zds.))

rambletter on 28 July 47

.. lctterzlnc will f£i11 the gulf ¢f fanpublica=-
tions made by Vol and Rick's rag.. 'Tis a gocd idea. But perhaps your sugzestion
I write isn't so wise; 1:may turn 'mut. to’ be writing a short-story length letter."
((Bardly; it's short,.all right,"but . . .Some of your letter was cut, becanse
it was a combination of = pensonvl letter ‘and cne for publicaticn.--Eds. ))

g "I
like the idez of a readerls forum ungstached to, & pr021ne. " There's 1ndependence
from the editorial policy of each, if criticism .is given. 4nd alsc there's
things werth saying that dun t fit .intuv a »ro! g pages tou well,

i "Controversy
w1theut hair-pulling can well make a delisghful letterzine, and the field's wide
open. I for ahe vote you keep a close watch of the centents ¢f letters; wise
usge of editurial scissors to remove repititiius and vninteresting details is a
goud idea." ((We wonder abcut that. Cur pulicy, you know, is to print letters
exactly as we rec€ive them., . .--Editcrs.)) "Perkaps you could include’a section
of quotes from the letters nut included in full. Letters are ideally suitable
for poll-answers, so why not try 4o work cut scrme frem time to time?". ((See the

: "Many people write latters who den't write other things at
ally You can get anything in a letter you can get in an article, review or
column, It se:ms easizr to write letters than articles; I wouldh't doubt that
you'll get many interesting letters almost suitable for. azt1cle-space alsgeitan: T
hope you'll print gonme ,
: "The only prozine I suhseribe to (npt the only one 1
read) is astcunding. So many friends c¢f mine seem to think.it's a grand nag
practically without reprcach that I'm gometdmes imclined to redel a hit. 1In it
are quite often cxamnles of vine of my pet science-fictional gripes, the stories
that are built up of repeated themes, such ag the atom-bormb deom of mankind and
the rutants. Indeed. atom-borbs sre awe-ingpiring sights (as seen by newsreel),
ags they develop in insgtants into huge thundercloudlike exclamation-points. .Atomic
pewer is worth deep thoughi, but cverwcrking the theme may lead to apathy...Ail-

- though I doubt if this wiil happen; I still helieve there is room for manv o ther

themes being rlayed up more often,.

"Sometimes I wonder if gcience-fiction isg

really- progressive and theught-breadering. Some of the stories that seem tc be

“ based on 2motional rather than thcoughtful processes seem to stun the ability to

Judge. Newneas almust invariably places the brand of'novelty' on anything, New-
ness in engineering means development; a stcry that carries a theme one step
forward over 3 previous yarn is an engineered one. .
"Each magazine gseems to

have a dofinate idems what glant is 'sultqble' for their stcry.  This slant 1s easy
to detoct in science-fiction prozines, and scmetimes the éffect is depressing.
Even when it isn't blatant it's quite often likely to cause a sejusnce of sgtories
of one type.: Soemtimes that's had. P
' "Pergonally I think Astounding's editor

is ideally suited to edit a mag of stf...his style in story-chuices shows a
distinctive flair that must indicate his well-rounded, thoughtful, and edult
appruach.  In fact, the wariation from childish and blatant themes sesms tohe

the main difference.hetween \stounding and some ¢f the other mags. In fallowing
this policy LA sometimes toc censervative for my sometimes clashing natures...

"I got a letter fron Len lioffatt the othar day, and he called MJ attenticn %o the

Jult issue of Writers Digest. Margaret :St. Clair has an qrtlcle in it ahout

writing science-fiction, and menticns most of the pronags, fqns. fanzines and

the background of imagi-fiction. It's featured in the magwaine. and is the

first of twu articles.. Second article will be more about stf, fans and writing.

I think you'd like -tu see it...She says she hopes Amazing will toss Shaver out

so some other writers can get a story in...
S '...Adios'"

a0 old-timer in the letter-writing fmld,::751‘2’#?-1"//I‘IOF}-‘A » known for hig

lettﬁrs in Vobi, steps foerth from 5918 Larfo §t, Bell Gardens, Fsl. with g yery
impertant ggg thouggﬁ_p;ovoglnp problem; letter dated 28 Jalw 47:

"ot lixr
aching back! ‘What: boundlass energy! What's this guy trying to .do? OvertLrow
the .ckerrian regime? Lwki What an I saying? For that I'11 he shot at . sunrige.
With marshriellows, . P \

"I'idding aside, fandom does nced a new lattergine--now thet
VO ig gonc. Selling mcrs than the usn.l amcunt of ad space should slmcet fi-
nance the mag and cost you ncething hut the tims and trouble to publish it., Al-
moste.
"is I reeall, Vol dida't always stick tc subjects scientifictional. 4



vwrletv of subgects wer: dlscuss S0l53 0
"Sa...the follawing subject may not be
strlctlj stf but -1t -shuuld brino gomg commants pro and ccn from our fellcw~fen,
I-hope "so. I'm 2 ‘curious cuss. I like to know. Do fen have logical minds? :ATe
fen supsrstitiois? .re theJ preJudiced and -1f so--how” PN,
"The subJact° In my
opinien {worthless as 1t ‘may bs), cne of the most 1mport%nt subgects...one of the
most impcrtqnt problems in the wnrld today:
§ "Eace-pregudice. .
- Mt 8 ongisaf
my pet gripes. I am prejudiced. I am prejudiced azainst:race-prejudice. I am
sick and tired of hearing pecple who are supposed to bhe normal, intelligent hu-
man beings griping about fkikes! and'nigeers'. These hclier-than-thou jerks re-
pind re of the man who bites off his ncsec tu spite his face...as the saying goes,
and I think it gues well here. Vhen a 'white' man stands up and screams that the
"~ Negro racg shoculd.be climinated he is suggesting elimination of his own race. The
human race.

"i1l of us...regardless cf race, creed or cclor...are all in the
same boat. iAnd the little-men-with-the-big-hates are rocking that boat. It is
prob'ly too late to teach these anti-bodies that race-prejudice isn't legicals
But what can we teach our children so that they may grow up with clean, clear
minds? Tolerance? .s amigo Woulston said in a letter to me, tclerance isn't a
very gocd word. These aren't hisg exact words, but the glst of it is as follows.
(Needless to say, I agree...)

: ™Ihén we saJ we have tolerance fcr something, it
sounds as though we are just 'putting up with it'. Ve rust have more than
tclerance. We must treat 2ach .and every fellow-human...as a fellow human. If
we must judge our fellew man let us judge him by his deeds. The coler of his
skin or the accent «f his specch huve nothing to dc with what is in his head and
heart,: el : ; .
"Fandom, of all 'places',- should practice this. iren't fans supposed to
be paople who think? Vet sometime ago I read where Forry introduced a negro-fan
to members «f the L'SFS and said fan received what is known as the 'cold shoulder'
from most of the lasfsers. (Correct me if I'm wrong about this. Forry.)

. ” SO
step up, fellow-fen! “What's your opinion? I have more to say on this subjsct

but would rather bring out my thoughts and your thcughts on .the matter by letter-
. discussion in this mag cver a pericd of time. The prohlem of race-hatred is
tsciencefictional'...that is: has as much tc dc with the future of -this world as
does atomic power. A-powaer can blow us all to hell., Sc can race-prejudice,

"Hapny Days."

f : Sl
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ﬁxn Van éa"*‘fﬁk*jgﬂt who neglected %o put 2 date on hig letter, has this fo
( sav, in a somewhut lighter vein (from 902 North Downey uve, Downey Cal.):

"In the fiecld of fanzines, I have been many times advised to 'keep away from
fan-fiction' by well-meaning folk, including ycu, dear Ed. ({ He means Rex.--Eds.))
Why? I 'think fan ficticn is the natural way for fans to express themselves. Lf=
ter all, if you don't like it, ncbody's forcing you tc read it. .
"Bt my point
is, fan fiction is no matter what never like pro fiction. There is an unrestrain-
ed scmething that a fan puts into his fiction, knowing that he won't be haunted
by an ed's dblue pencil, knowing that he's doing this for fun and not for a career,
that sort of makes me like it. .nd the hest of the fan's fiction is his humor-
oug stories.

"Satires, puns, barbs...the fan uses thege frecly. In his sericus
fiction, which he no doubt writes more of, these are suppressed to give an atmos-
phere cf intelligence and deep thought. Unfortunately, fans do nct like tc see
intelligence and deep thought in fan stories...at least other fan's stories. Un-
congciously they lock for entertainment in other people's zines...and the first
and best form of- entertainment is humcr. subtle or SIapstick.

71 i ¥ : : "I've talked my-
self into it. I'm Zoing to print a fan21ne devoted to fan humcr, to the lighter
side of faHJOJment. But first thers are obstacles...material for one, time for
another., I'ra counting cn you fckes cut thore, reading this now...after all, who
wants to pay a “juarter «r four hits for advertisements when one may get it free
in a letter cclumn? Put that peneil down, Acx. T th anvadcathow....'((He
did, tce, but---, igybe n vtlmo, /qn.-—uev.,) B3
] ", name is the first step. FaNNY-
BONE. No? Mo. 1t little t00.se.téuo...just « littlo.  FiN-HOUSE? Welll....
NITROUS OXIDE?...Hmmm...n.pe, they'd ssy it put tem tc sleep...ahhhh, I have it!

‘.



L gsisterzine to SINE NOMEN...SINE CUR....nc, then they'd say it meant 'without
cure' instead of 'without care'. ihhh nerts. Mry French, maybe..,..JOI DE VIVRE
«eeSpanisgh: " TODO :LiGRE. Pocoey, iy brain has bogged down. -Any of“you birds
ready and willing with a naeme for an all-humor fanzine? Well, send *em %o me.
A8 many as you want., Best name sets three free copies,
. U3 A : ' "Well, now that I know
I1'11 have an all-humor fanzine (humcrous ‘articles will I accept also) I might as
w21} sign off. Thankee muchly for the chance to give ruhself a plug, Rex. 1I'm
much obleeged, ] :
"Thine,"

w&”/y C.RTER, who lives at 865 20th jve So, St Petersburs 6, Fla, has a new
#1/ idea. In an undated letter, he says:
7/ "Here's an ide~ I've been codclin'

around for a long time and seein' as how 2000 will be composed of letters, I thought
this would be 2 gocd time to get rid of it.

"ihat is the biggest drawback to
amateur publishing? I think it is the stenciling and printing.. A fan mny have
plenty of dough, ambitivn, material and time but if he docsn't have a mimeo or
hecto, he can't publish,

e ".nd why do so many of our truly good.zines drcp out?

The accunmulating trouble of stenciling and mimeo finally breaks the editcr down and/
or conflicts so much with his everyday life that it becomes impossibld to continue
it, i

"How can this problem bc sclved? Why not have some dependable crgrnization
run a bureau which would contain the facilities fcr hectc, ditto, mimeo etc. Rates
could bg set (cheaper by necessity than professivnal rates) and, no ‘doubt, congid-
erable profits would be gethered. "

"Say a fan in Zust Gormfer Falls wants to put
out a zine, but hasn't the facilities. He writes the buresu, =nd arranges rates,
publishing date and mediums. Then he goes shead, soliciting material and sales,
advertising, etc. On a specified date he mails the typed material and originals
of the illustratitns tc the bureau, and a short time later, receives the 100 or
150 ccpies of the finished product and stapled and ready tomail out. us simplse as
thatt i

"Now as to whom cculd take on the responsibility of running the bureap---
I'd say the NFFF, with perh=ps the FAPi and cther orgeznizations helping, Thig
project would fill a lcng-empty place in the fanworld, :
"How about it, boys?

-

"Ssnoerely,."

GUERRY BROWX, ﬂgg did: not sigp hig letter with a sipnature (de it nextime, will

yeu Guerry?) drops ug g few lines from £0 box 1467 Delray Beach, Fla (17 jug 47):

"Glad to hear that you're starting a letterzine. So, I'11 give forth with a few
comzents of my ‘own on various and sundry matters. I'm sorry to hear that you're
killing off your mzgz, 200C .D. ((I'm not.--Rex.)) But, at least you have this
one to replace it with. _

"It secmg that there've been quite a. few new fanmags
coming out, tec replace those 0ld cnes which have died off. Fansg, of course, are
sorry to see the old mags ge, vut mamy of the new unes which have cropped up to re-

-place them are just as gcod. Yew, vourself have- done pratty well with Time Travel

Tales and 2006 iD. I was especially sorry tc see the fcrmer one kick off, after
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only three issues. Specialized f1iz are few and far between, and yours was a good
one.

"I'd like tc say a few things about the 'Shaver Mystery' which has been
running in .umazing Stcries, ncw, for over two and a half years. In spite of all
the screaming about the Shaver stcories .being a collecticn of hoaxes, and that
Ray Palmer, as's editor is a craszy old erackpot, I haven't seen any proof of
either fact. There have hean 'hoaxes' pulled, but thcse were done by verious ine
dividuals on their cwn initiative. There hasn't been ope singloc thing about the
Shaver gtories that has bezn proven false by active fans! Mans can boycott amazing
Stories all they want to; it doesn't affect 1S's circul&tion any. The vast major-
ity cf .mazing's readers arc nct active fans, aind don't give a hoot one way or
another. I'm nct criticiging any fan's personal privilege to consider the Mystery
false; that's his natural right. I'm not trying to put a gag on him, and even if
I were, I hardly think that 1I'd even begin to get any place! It all adds up to
the fact that nobody pays any attention tc what the fan says about Shaver; there
Just aren't envugh of them to swing some action. 4t least, I never heard of any
fans bringing about a change in a mag's policy. If I'm wrong, will scmeone please
correct me? If you can do it, I'1ll retract my statement. If fen want, really
WANT to prove the Shaver Mystery false (if it is), let's seec them doing a little
investigating. There is one thing I'd like to find out; will gsomeone please tell
mz what the Rap 'insanity hoax' was? I never did actually find out what had
happened, sv if someone womld care to give forth with = little information about
this, I'll be most grateful.

"Aside fror that, there's something else I'd 1ike to
find out; namely, what do fans think of the Shaver stories as fiction, as regular
stf? What do you think of them?

"Until next time,"

HEditorial note: The fellowing is all we know about the Rap "Insanity hoax".
It is reprinted from the 194€-47 F.NT..SY REVIZW, edited and published by Joe
Kennedy, 84 Baker ..wve, Dover NJ.

".n airmail letter from Hamling to FJ.ckerman
revealed that Rap had suffered a 'mervous breakdown, really a mental crack-up'.
sccording to Hamling, Palmer had implicitly believed in the Shaver liystery, be-
gan hearing voices, believed his life in danger. The letter went on to relate
that RaP had been dragzed out of a coalbin by Browne and Hamling, as Palmer still
clutched a magnet and a piece of carbon. To check up on this gomewhat sgartling
development, Speer phoned Ziff-Davis, got confirmation that Palmer was 'sericusly
ill', and that Hamling was doing the editing of AS and Pa. 1In his enthusiamsm,
Palmer had bought over a million words of Shaver stories; it was claimed that the
mags would return to normal as soon as this vast back-log was used up. Later
Palmer claimed the whole thing was a hoax perpetrated by fandem —-- yet contra-
dicted himself by admitting that he and Hamling had cooked up the gages How much
fact and how much fiction the report contained is still uncertain.”

he ther
you were aware of this much of the "Hoax" already or not, we do not know, You
can take this informatiun Ffor what it's worth., Can any of you readers add any=-
thing to this?

Next igsue: in unusual type of letter by Brocklyn fanne Rickey Slavin, some=-
thing definately out of the ordinary; a very long, interesting letter by Bob
Boyer of Pennsylvania, covering a lot of territory, (and wordage); a missive
touching on a different subject than has ever beecn touehed on before by none
other tham Wilkie Conner himgelf, in person! Also Leslie Hudson will be present,
and another Snearyarn, plus a scorching note from George Caldwell, in defense

of Shaver and BRap. :nd of course, any other letters that may come in in between
publication dates. Publication deadline for #2: October 15th. See you then,

Rex & Jack
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